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CoBpeMeHHble npobnembl naneoHTonorun. Martepuanbl LXI ceccumn ManeoHToNOrn-
yeckoro obuiectea npn PAH (13-17 anpensa 2015 r., CaHkT-INeTepbypr). - CaHKT-MMeTepbypr,
2015,214 c.

B c6opHuKe nomelleHbl Te3ncbl foknagos LXI ceccun ManeoHToNormyeckoro obuiectea
Ha TeMy «CoBpeMeHHble Mpobaembl NasieOHTONOMMMU». B 60/bLUMHCTBE TE3MCOB PacCMOTPEHO
1CNOMb30BaHMe PasIMUHbIX FPynn opraHu3MoB (popaMuHUpep, paguonspuii, guaTtomen, mMos-
NOCKOB, MO3BOHOYHbIX, NaJIMHOMPIOPbLI U Ap.) U BUOTLI B LENOM 415 PEKOHCTPYKLUN UCTOPUM
(hopMMpoBaHMS 1 pa3BUTUS MOPCKUX U CeAMMEHTALMOHHbIX 6acCcenHOB (haHepo30s Ha TePPUTO-
pumn MoBomkbs, KaBkasa n 3akaBkasbs, Cuoupun, Cesepo-Boctoka Poccuun, benapycu n IM'pysun.
BonbLLoe BHMMaHWe yaenieHO HOBbIM HaxofkaM MCKomaeMbiX (KpyMHbIX hopamuHugep, pagmno-
NAPWIA, MXTrnodayHbl, NO3BOHOYHbIX, 3yOOB aKyn), Masion3yyYeHHbIM rpynnamMm OpraHuM3MoB (Xu-
TUHO30a, MUKPOKOAWM 1 Ap.), NPMPOAe BEHACKUX MUKPO- 1 Makpooccunnia, Bonpocam guore-
HAW N CUCTEMATUKN HEKOTOPbIX rpynn (paguonapuun, opaMmuHUgepbl, MOPCKME exu), COoBpe-
MEHHbIM MEeTOAAaM W3Y4YeHUs MaseoHTONOrMYeCKMX OCTAaTKOB (MUKPOTOMOTpafuUeckomy, crnek-
TPOCKOMMUYeCKOMY, BMOMeTPUYECKOMY U Ap.).

B page Te3ncos (3acefaHune, nocesaweHHoe namatn J1.C. I'MnkmaHa) cogepxatca csefe-
HWSA O HOBbIX Haxo4KaxX, MOPg0/IorMn, TaKCOHOMUW, (UIOreHETUYECKUX NOCTPOEHUAX U 3Haue-
HUW 4na cTpaturpaduy TeTpanod, pentTuiuid, UXTuodayHsl, NTUL U MaekonuTalowmx Poccun,
LieHTpanbHoi Asun, Typunun n Utanuw.

B Te3ncax foKnagos, NpefcTaB/eHHbIX Ha NaMATHOE 3acefaHue, nocsaweHHoe 80-neTuio
CO AHA poxaeHus T.H. KopeHb, OCBALLeHbl MPo6/eMbl, METOAbI U HANpaB/ieHUs COBPEMEHHbIX
cTpaTurpauyeckmx nccnefoBaHui

COOpHMK paccumTaH Ha NaseoHTON0roB, 6MONOIOB U CTPATUrPatos.
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A ‘KILLER CRAB’ FROM THE UPPERMOST MAASTRICHTIAN
OF NORTHEAST BELGIUM AND THE SOUTHEAST NETHERLAND

J.W.M. Jagt, B.W.M. van Bakel, R.H.B. Fraaije
Natuurhistorisch Museum Maastricht, Maastricht, the Netherlands, john.jagt@maastricht.nl

To date, over 40 species of decapod crustaceans (lobsters, anomurans and brachyurans)
have been recorded from strata of latest Maastrichtian age, now assigned to the Lanaye Member
(Gulpen Formation) and the overlying Valkenburg, Gronsveld, Schiepersberg, Emael, Nekum
and Meerssen members (Maastricht Formation). Still new forms come to light on a regular basis.
Of note is that most anomurans (galatheoids, paguroids) and brachyurans (dromioids, etyoids,
palaeocorystoids, raninoideans, majoids and portimoids) are of small to medium size (see Scripta
Geologica, 147 [2014], pp. 95-115). The great majority of material collected to date pertains to
exuvia. Corpses, occasionally retaining eye stalks, major chelipeds and other appendages, as well
as sternal features, are very rare. Of the form that has led to much confusion ever since its intro-
duction in 1854, newly collected material allows a partial reconstruction. The taxon was origi-
nally based on isolated remains of claws; to be more precise, the moveable and fixed fingers
(dactyli and propodi). Of note is their comparatively large size, and robust nature, in particular of

the occludent surfaces that are heavily
calcified and carry blunt teeth. The au-
thor, Joseph de Bosquet, named these
remains Oncopareia heterodon, a name
which demonstrates that he held this
form to be a lobster (Astacidea, Neph-
ropidae). The best preserved specimen,
a right claw, is contained in the collec-
tions of Naturalis Biodiversity Center
(Leiden) - it has both fingers associated
and preserves the upper part of the
palm. It shows this to have been not a
lobster, but a podotreme crab, either a
cenomanocarcinid or an orithopsid. It
probably had a thin-shelled carapace,

Fig. Largest specimen of ‘Oncopareia heterodon ’ prone to destruction during early phases

known to date; a partial right major cheliped from of fossilisation. Fragments of carapace,
the Maastricht Formation (collections of Naturalis thin and occasionally with a row of
Biodiversity Center, Leiden). well-spaced, pointed tubercles, previ-

ously identified as possible remains of

linuparid lobsters, might well belong to this crab. Isolated fingers from the Upper Cretaceous of
Madagascar suggest this form, or a closely related taxon, to have been widely distributed, and
coeval cenomanocarcinids and/or orithopsids on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean have to be as-
sessed in detail in order to place ‘Oncopareia’ heterodon. However, as long as no carapace re-
mains, other than scraps, are forthcoming the true nature cannot be determined. The fairly com-
mon presence of this form, ranging from the Lanaye Member to the Meerssen Member, suggests
this to have been a successful form. In view of the sheer size of the claws (length of moveable
finger to at least 80 mm), ‘Oncopareia’ heterodon may be assumed to have been highly intimi-
dating to all other co-occurring brachyuran taxa in the type Maastrichtian. In short, a genuine
‘killer crab’, that may even have hunted on molluscan prey such as bivalves, gastropods, nauti-
loids and even heteromorph ammonites.
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